CARES Act o
Higher Education (K- ==

E m e rge n cy R e I i ef Q\ cnaniieu .Guidance
Fu nd (H EERF) @ and Glnanéled GUiUE‘:\:iCE
Ti m e I i n e @ call for Comments

FRIDAY, MARCH 3, 2020

The Department of Education (ED) issues
first COVID-19 related guiddnce, covering
interruptions of erudy_ due to COVID-19.

New guidqnce:

e Broad opprovo| to offer distance

education.

e Institutional ouinoriiy to continue paying
Federal \)\/ork—SJrudy (FWS) to students
who are unable to work.

o Leave of Absence (LOA), Professional
Judgment (PJ), Satisfactory Academic
Progress (SAP), & Return of Title IV
funds (R2T4).

FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2020 w
@
President Donald Trump issues a

prodomoiion dec|dring a national

emergency.

FRIDAY, MARCH 20, 2020
ED adds FAQ document to March 5

guidonce.

Changes to previous guidance:

. Ex’rending opp|ico|o|e dates of March 5
guidonce.

New guidance:

e Treatment of institutional cnorge refunds.

o Clock-hour programs.

e Administration of Title IV aid for

Sl’iOI"i'e ned occrdemic years.

FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 2020
®

Trurnp signs the Coronavirus /A\id, Re|iei(,
and Economic Security (CARES) Act info

law. The CARES Act includes $14 billion in
i(unding for nigner education Jrnrougn the

o

Higner Education Ernergency Relief Fund
(HEERF).

FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 2020

ED issues updoJred guidonce related to
interruptions of erudy due to COVID-19.

Changes to previous guiddnce:

o Ex’rending opp|icob|e dates of March 5
guidonce.

e Paying FWS fo students who are unable
to work.*

New guidqnce:

e Waiver of in—person/no’rory requiremen’rs

for V4/V'5 verification identification

documentation.

THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2020
°

ED issues certification agreement and letter

=

from SecreJrory of Education for student
portion of CARES Act HEERF funds.
Schools are told Jrney can submit their

agreements immedio+e|y and that the first

funds would be pusned out within the

week. DeVos urges schools to "prompﬂy
make available emergency financial aid
grants from the advanced funds direcHy to
students...”

New guidance:

o ED states, with respect to student
eligibility, The CARES Act provides
institutions with signiificoni discretion on
how to award this emergency assistance
to students. ... The only statutory
requirement is that the funds be used to
cover expenses related to the disruprion
of campus operations due to
coronavirus.’

e Reporting: Schools must submit a report
to ED on HEERF student emergency
grant spending within 30 doys from the
date Jrney signed the agreement.

TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2020
! o

4 ED issues certification agreement, press

release, and EAQ for institutional portion of

CARES Act HEERF funds, and a student-

fund FAQO document.

Chcnges to previous guidance:

o Students must meet Title IV eligibility
requirements in order to receive CARES

Act funds.*

THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2020: @
®
ED issues guidonce on cohort default rate

oppeo|s, and the FWS community service

requirement.

Changes to previous guidance:

e Waiver of 7% communi’ry service
requirement for the FWS program for
award years 2019-20 and 2020-21.

New guidance:

o Extension of fiscal year (FY) 2017 cohort
default rate 0ppeo| deadline.

THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2020

ED issues certification agreement and letter

from DeVos for Minoriiy Serving
Institutions (MSls) portion of CARES Act
HEERF funds.

New guidance:

e Students can self-attest that Jrney meet all
of the HEA Section 484 Title IV

eligibility requirements for the MS|
portion of CARES Act HEERF funds.

TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2020 ,\
. !

ED issues interim HEERF student share N 4

web-based disclosure guide|ines, while it

deve|ops the reporting process required |oy
the CARES Act.

Changes to previous guidance:
e Disclosure format vs. report to ED.

e Additional items to be disclosed.
FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2020
(/) '
ED issues updo’red guidonce related to

interruptions of s’rudy due to COVID-19.

Cl‘ionges to previous guidance:

o Eerending opp|icob|e dates of broad

opprovo| to offer distance education.

New guidqnce:

e |nstitutional ou’rnori’ry to accept a signed
and dated statement from the 0pp|icon’r
in which Jrney attest to their secondory
school comp|e’rion or the equi\/o|en’r for
purposes of V4/V5 verification.

o Auinoriiy gronied in CARES Act to
exclude from SAP quantitative
component oHemered credits that a
student was unable to cornp|e+e due fo

COVID-19.

e CARES Act waiver of LOA requirement
that requires students in term-based
programs to resume at the same point in
the academic program that Jrriey begon
the LOA.

e R2T4 payment period effective dates for
e|igibi|i+y for waiver of requirement to
return funds.®

A

THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2020
®

ED updoJres HEERF informational page.

Cl‘iqnges to previous guidcmce:

e ED will not enforce the portion of its
guidonce that say's students must be, or

could be, Title IV e|igi|o|e in order to

receive HEERF student emergency grant
funds.

MONDAY, MAY 23, 2020

@
ED @ponds to the |ego| cno”enge brougni

forth by the Californiac Community Colleges
system regarding Title IV eligibility
requirement irnposed on CARES Act
HEERF student emergency grants.

Changes to previous guidcnce:

o HEERF guidonce is "pre|irnindry" and
again reiterates that ED will not enforce
the Title 1V e|igibi|i+y requirement.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27, 2020 (@,
® -
ED pub|isnes fwo notices in the Federal

Register seeking comments on the Funding

Certification and Agreernen’r forms for both
the student and institutional aid included in
the CARES Act. Despi’re the CARES Act

requiring schools to submit reports to the

Secretary describing their use of funds, ED’s
notices on|y reiterate the Moy 6 guidonce on
web-based disclosure guide|ines and do not

include requirements on reporting direc’r|y to

ED.

THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2020

ED released a preview of the interim final

rules Jr|'iey intend to pub|ish in the Federdl
Regisier regording the distribution of

coronavirus emergency I’€|iei( gI’CII’i'i'S to

students, so|idii(ying its position that on|y Title
|\/—e|igi|o|e students can receive the i(unding.

The rule will become effective once pub|isned
in the Federal Register and open to a 30 day

comment period.

*Indicates that cnonged guidonce introduced the possibi/ify that institutions would be rei‘roocﬁve/y
out of Comp/iance, or required institutions fo undo previous/y—comp/efed work.

Updoied as of June 11, 2020

The National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA) is
a nonprofii rnernbersnip organization that represents more than 28,000 financial
aid professioncﬂs at neor|y 3,000 co||eges, universities, and career schools across

the country. NASFAA member institutions serve nine out of every 10
undergroduoies in the United States. Based in Wosningion, D.C, NASFAA is

the on|y national association with a primary focus on student aid |egis|o’rion,

regu|o+or\/ ono|ysis, and training for financial aid administrators. For more
information, visit www.nosioo.org.
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